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Honorable Mayor Carr & Members of the Board of Trustees, 
 
I am pleased to present the annual report for the Fire Department, detailing our   

accomplishments in 2023. It has been a year of significant achievements and    

milestones for our department, and I am proud to share our progress with you. 

 
 1. Response Time Improvement: Through improved CAD, and new  

  apparatus computers, we have successfully reduced our average         

  response time to emergency calls, ensuring we can reach those in need 

  more swiftly than ever before. 

  

 2. Training and Professional Development: We have prioritized training 

  and professional development for our personnel, ensuring they are  

  equipped with the latest skills and knowledge to handle any emergency         

  situation effectively. This has resulted in a more prepared and capable 

  team ready to face the challenges of firefighting and emergency medical 

  care. 

  

 3. Equipment Upgrades: In 2023, we invested in upgrading our firefighting 

  equipment with state-of-the-art technology, enhancing our capabilities 

  and efficiency in responding to emergencies. These upgrades have been      

  instrumental in improving our overall operational effectiveness. 

 
As we look ahead to 2024, we remain committed to excellence in serving our    

community and ensuring the safety and well-being of our residents. I would like to 

express my gratitude to the dedicated members of the Fire Department whose hard 

work and commitment have made these accomplishments possible. 

 
Thank you for your continued support, 

 
 
 
 

Fire Chief 

Chief David W. DeLeshe                                
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The Village of McCook, nestled 
along the banks of the Des Plaines 
River, boasts a rich and vibrant    
history that dates back to the early 
19th century. Originally inhabited by     
Native American tribes, the land       
witnessed the arrival of European 
settlers in the mid-1800s, drawn by 
its fertile soil and abundant natural 
resources. 
 
Incorporated as a village in 1926, 
McCook flourished as a center of 
manufacturing and transportation. Its 
strategic location along  major rail 
lines and proximity to Chicago       
facilitated the movement of goods 
and people, fueling economic     
prosperity and growth. 
 
Throughout its history, McCook has 
weathered periods of change and 
adaptation. From the rise of steel 
mills and manufacturing plants to the 
challenges posed by economic shifts 
and urbanization, the Village has   
remained resilient, embracing inno-
vation and diversification to meet the 
evolving needs of its residents and 
businesses. 
 
Today, McCook stands as a vibrant       
community, blending its industrial 
heritage with modern amenities and 
a strong sense of community spirit. 
Its picturesque landscapes, historic 
landmarks, and thriving economy 
continue to attract residents and   
visitors alike, each contributing to the   
tapestry of McCookôs storied past 
and promising future. 
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In 2023, the Village of McCook experienced significant development, particularly 
in the realm of new commercial structures. These additions have not only       
enhanced the aesthetics of the village but have also brought about a sense of 
prosperity and growth. This growth can be seen as a positive sign of the          
Villageôs economic health and vitality, promising a brighter future for McCook 
and its residents. 
 
The addition of multiple large commercial buildings can have a significant impact 
on the fire department. These structures often require specialized firefighting 
equipment and tactics due to their size and complexity. The new ladder truck the 
Village purchased addressed the most significant issue we faced of reaching 
heights of these new structures.  The department will adapt and invest in        
additional training for firefighters to handle emergencies in these buildings       
effectively. 
 
We look forward to new tenants moving in and working with those businesses to 
affirm they are compliant with all applicable life safety codes to help insure the 
safety to the community. 


